Bepublit of the Philippines

Bepartment of Education

JOINT MEMORANDUM
TO H REGIONAL DIRECTORS
FROM : GINA O. GONONG

Undersecretary for Curriculum and Teaching

ANNALYN M. SEVILLA
Undersecretary for Finance

ATTY. REVSEE A. ESCOBEDO
Undersecretary for Operations

SUBJECT GUIDELIKES ON THE UTILIZATION OF THE DIRECTLY
RELEASED FLEXIBELE LEARNING OPTIONS-LEARNING
RESOURCES (FLO-LR) FUND TO THE REGIONAL OFFICES
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2023 AND REQUEST FOR
DATA ON ACTIVITIES RELATED TO THE DEVELOPMENT
AND PRODUCTION OF SELF-LEARNING MODULES (SLMs)

DATE : March 14, 2023

This memorandum is issued to establish the guidelines on the utilization of the
directly released Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Flexible Learning Options - Learning
Resources (FLO-LR) Fund amounting Php 2,634,137,000.00 to the Regional
Offices (ROs) by the Department of Budget and Management (DBM). The allocation
per RO of said P2.6 billion is attached hereto as Annex A.

Special Provision (SP) No. 28 of the General Appropriations Act {GAA) for the FY 2023
states that the Php 2.6 billion appropriated under the FLO-LR Funds “shall be used
for the development and production of Self-Learning Modules [SLMs).”

The release and utilization of the funds shall be guided by the following
considerations:

1. The ROs or Schools Division Offices (SDOs}, as the case may be, mgy conduct
any applicable procurement modality, pursuant to Republic Act (RA) No.
9184, or the Gover t Procur it Reform Act, and its Implementing
Rules and Regulations (IRR}.

2. In the production of SLMs, the technical specifications to be followed and
adopted in the production of SLMs is attached hereto as Annex B. ~ThIS
without prejudice to other specifications that may hereinafter be issued b
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This memorandum is issued to establish the guidelines on the utilization of the
directly released Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Flexible Learning Options — Learning
Resources (FLO-LR) Fund amounting Php 2,634,137,000.00 to the Regional
Offices (ROs) by the Department of Budget and Management (DBM). The allocation
per RO of said P2.6 billion is attached hereto as Annex A.

Special Provision (SP) No. 28 of the General Appropriations Act (GAA) for the FY 2023
states that the Php 2.6 billion appropriated under the FLO-LR Funds “shall be used
for the development and production of Self-Learning Modules {SLMs).”

The release and utilization of the funds shall be guided by the following
considerations:

1. The ROs or Schools Division Offices (SDOs), as the case may be, may conduct
any applicable procurement modality, pursuant to Republic Act (RA) No.
9184, or the Government Procurement Reform Act, and its Implementing
Rules and Regulations (IRR).

2. In the production of SLMs, the technical specifications to be followed and
adopted in the production of SLMs is attached hereto as Annex B. This is
without prejudice to other specifications that may hereinafter be issued by




the Office of the Undersecretary for Curriculum and Teaching (OUCT) and
the Office of the Undersecretary for Finance (OUF).

Quantities of SLMs to be printed shall be determined by the School Heads
(SHs), Schools Division Superintendents (SDSs), or Regional Directors (RDs),
where every procurement is lodged and said offices must consider available
resources and circumstances to minimize reproduction of paper-based
learning resources, such as the following: (a) enrollment size and use of SLMs
by batch, (b) number of retrieved and reusable SLMs, {c) procured tablets,
storage devices, and other electronic learning resources, (d) available gadgets
of learners at home, (e) access to online learning management systems, and
(f) number of Alternative Delivery Mode (ADM) schools.

In the event that the RO has determined to further download the fund to the
SDOs, the Regional Director, through its planning, finance, and program
teams, shall be responsible for determining the most equitable distribution
of the fund among the SDOs.

The use of funds shall be subject to the existing government budgeting,
accounting, auditing and procurement rules and regulations.

The ROs and SDOs shall ensure compliance with the relevant provisions of
DO No. 1, s. 2023 or the Revised Designation of Undersecretaries and
Assistant Secretaries to their Strands and Functional Areas of Responsibilities
and Revised Signing Authorities on signing authorities and other pertinent
procedural requisites.

The SDOs shall submit to their respective ROs a Statement of Expenditure
(SOE) duly certified by the Division Accountant and approved by the SDS.
ROs, through the Finance Division (FD), shall consolidate the SOEs
submitted by their SDOs and submit a consolidated report to BLR. The SOE
template, as provided under Joint Memorandum No. DM-OUCI-2021-210
dated June 4, 2021, unless amended and/or revised, shall be used. The
responsible Officials indicated in the above Joint Memorandum to fill items,
review, monitor, and approve said SOE are enjoined to observe timeliness
and diligence in assuring that entries provided therein have been validated
and are accurate.

The consolidated regional SOE shall be submitted to Bureau of Learning
Resources — Learning Resources Production Division (BLR-LRPD) at
blr.Irpd@deped.gov.ph and copy furnished Education Programs Management
Office at epmo@deped.gov.ph on the 30th day of the following month from
the date the fund has been downloaded to the region and the subsequent
months until the said fund has been fully utilized.

For guidance, activities related to the development and production of SLMs
include the following: '
a. Activities in the actual development and quality assurance of SLMs
as guided by the existing ADM Learning Resource Standards;
b. Procurement of printing and delivery services of SLMs, or
procurement of approved SLMs;
c. Capability building activities for members of the Development and
Quality Assurance Teams involved in the development and
production of SLMs; .




10.

11.

12.

13.

d. Activities related to the digitization or conversion of SLMs in its
electronic or interactive versions, or conversion to different
accessible formats; T

e. Hiring the services of experts for SLM development and/or quality
assurance, so long as it does not constitute expenses under
Personnel Services (PS); and/or

f.  Other related activities leading to the development and production of
SLMs.

On the other hand, the following are the items that cannot be charged
against the identified learning resource budget:

a. Purchase of Capital Outlay items (e.g., any item with unit cost reaching
the minimum threshold for Capital Outlay as provided by existing rules
and regulations);

b. Hiring of contractual or casual employees, whose salaries and other
compensation benefits should be charged against PS allocations;
Payment of other capital outlay items such as infrastructure projects;
Purchase of equipment, gadgets, or software not related in the
development and production of SLMs; and/or
e. Other activities not covered by activities mentioned under number 9

hereof.

e 0

All ROs, through their respective Curriculum and Learning
Management Division (CLMD), shall submit (1) data on the
consolidated quantities of SLMs needed by their respective SDOs, as
well as (2) information on other activities intended to be conducted
relative to the development and production of SLMs.

For uniformity and efficiency purposes, the SLMs to be developed,
quality assured, produced and/or digitized or converted using the
2023 FLO-LR funds shall be the following:

a. Ready-to-print digital copies of the SLMs developed by the assigned
regions, approved and considered final, particularly in terms of content
and alignment with the Most Essential Learning Competencies (MELCs)
by the Bureau of Learning Delivery (BLD) and the Bureau of
Curriculum Development (BCD). These can be downloaded from the
Microsoft Teams folder “Ready-to-Print SLMs” created by the
Information and Communications Technology Service (ICTS).

b. Quality-assured Kindergarten to Grade 3 contextualized SLMs
developed by field offices;

c. Quality-assured SLMs for special curricular programs developed by
field offices; and/or

d. Other specialized SLMs that were allowed by Central Office (CO) may
also be produced/procured, as the case may be.

Schools shall maintain an inventory of at least one (1) SLM for two (2)
learners (1:2) ratio. The inventory data as contained under the following
links may be among the basis of the ROs in determining their respective
current SLM requirement:




REGION

QUARTER 1 and QUARTER 2

QUARTER 3 and QUARTER 4

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-I_SY2021-
2022_Q1-Q2-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-1_SY2021-
2022_Q3-Q4-
ConsolForms_SLMs

II

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
1I_SY2021- 2022_Q1-Q2-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
11_SY2021- 2022_Q3-Q4-
ConsolForms_SLMs

I

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
HI_SY2021- 2022_Q1-Q2-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
I _SY2021- 2022_0Q3-Q4-
ConsolForms_SLMs

CAR

http:/ /bit.ly/CAR_SY2021-
2022_Q1- Q2-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/CAR_SY2021-
2022_Q3- Q4-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-IV-
A _SY2021- 2022_Q1-Q2-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-IV-
A_SY2021- 2022_Q3-Q4-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-IV-
B_SY2021- 2022_0Q1-Q2-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-IV-
B_SY2021- 2022_Q3-0Q4-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
V_SY2021- 2022 _Q1-Q2-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
V_SY2021- 2022_0Q3-Q4-
ConsolForms_SLMs

NCR

http:/ /bit.ly/NCR_SY2021-
2022_Q1- Q2-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/NCR_SY2021-
2022_03- Q4-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
VI_SY2021- 2022_0Q1-Q2-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly /Region-
VI_SY2021- 2022_0Q3-0Q4-
ConsolForms_SLMs

VIl

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
VII_SY2021- 2022_0Q1-Q2-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
VII_SY2021- 2022_0Q3-0Q4-
ConsolForms_SLMs

Vil

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
VIII_SY2021- 2022_Q1-Q2-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly /Region-
VII_SY2021- 2022_Q3-Q4-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
IX_SY2021- 2022_Q1-Q2-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
IX_SY2021- 2022_Q3-Q4-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
X_SY2021- 2022_0Q1-Q2-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
X_SY2021- 2022_0Q3-Q4-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
XI_SY2021- 2022_0Q1-Q2-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
XI_SY2021- 2022_0Q3-0Q4-
ConsolForms_SLMs

X1I

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
XI_SY2021- 2022 _0Q1-02-
ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/Region-
X1i_SY2021- 2022_0Q3-Q4--
ConsolForms_SLMs

CARAGA

http://bit.ly/CARAGA_SY2021-
2022_Q1-

Q2_ConsolForms_SLMs

http:/ /bit.ly/CARAGA_SY2021-
2022_Q3-

Q4_ConsolForms_SLMs

*(Soft copies shall be provided to better access clickable links)




14. Schools with Information and Communications Technology (ICT) gadgets
distributed to learners shall ensure that electronic copies of SLMs are contained
therein. Said schools may no longer maintain the 1:2 ratio in their existing
inventory, so long as they warrant that learners would have access to e-SLMs
during any class disruption.

15. Proposals from ROs on the utilization of their remaining FLO-LR fund
balance shall be submitted using the template attached hereto as Annex C.
The requirements for the activities related to the production and development
of Quarter 4 (SY 2022-2023), and Quarters 1, 2, and 3 (SY 2023-2024) identified
SLMs shall be included in the proposal. The balance, as identified by the ROs,
shall be recommended to DBM for modification of use.

Submissions must be emailed to the BLR — Office of the Director on or before April
14, 2023 at blr.od@deped.gov.ph and copy furnished ouct@deped.gov.ph.

Annex C may be accessed through this link: https://bit.ly/3R7wJT8.

In view of the above, and while pending any request for modification of use, ROs are
advised to proceed and utilize the directly released FLO-LRs fund for their declared
requirement for the production and development of SLMs.

Likewise, BLR and Planning Services shall issue an updated Progress Monitoring
Report (PMR) template for 2023 as soon as possible for the monitoring and evaluation
on the regional targets and utilization of the said FLO-LR funds.

For further details and inquiries, please contact the BLR — Office of the Director
through the abovementioned email.

For immediate compliance.

References:

- DO No. 12, s. 2022 — Policy Guidelines for the Provision of Learning Resources
and Needed Devices and Equipment and Funding Relevant Activities for the
Implementation of Basic Education — Learning Continuity Plan

- DO No. 001, s. 2023 - Revised Designation of Undersecretaries and Assistant
Secretaries to their Strands and Functional Areas of Responsibilities and
Revised Signing Authorities

- Republic Act No. 9184 or the “Government Procurement Reform Act,” and its
2016 Revised Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR)

- Joint Memorandum No. DM-OUCI-2021-210 — Data Validation and
Verification of Online and Offline Additional Information on the Summary of .
Expenditure Reports




ANNEX B

Recommended Technical Specifications for DepEd-Developed SLMs

PARTICULARS

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

MODULE SIZE

8.25” x 10.75” (Portrait) — for Grade 1 to SHS
10.75” x 8.25” (Landscape) — for Kindergarten Learning

Experiences

PAPER TYPE

Cover:
Foldcote cal. 10 solid white

Inside pages:
Uncoated Book Paper, 70 GSM, 80% Brightness, 90%
Opacity

COLORS

Cover:

4 Colors/1 Color with 1 side UV Coating or better

Inside pages:
1 Color/1 Color (Black only)

BINDING

Saddle Stitched or better
*Binding is per module, regardless of the total number

of modules per learning area




ANNEX C

Region:

List of Activities for the Development and Production of SLMs

List of Activities Proposed Amount

1
2.
3.
4
S

*Please add rows as needed.

Regional SLMs Requirement:

Target No. |, o no of Target No. of modules to be Indicative
of schools arget No. o produced amo.unt
to be learners to required

. be provided (No. of modules x
provided | oiihsims | Q4SY | Q1SY | Q2SY | Q3SY | 1500 for g 32

with SLMs 2022- | 2023- | 2023- | 2023- | Loocd module)
2023 | 2024 | 2024 | 2024

Proposed Plan on any balance based on RO’s Learning Recovery and
Continuity Plan:

Proposed Activity Proposed Amount

1
2.
3.
4
5

*Please add rows as needed.




